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¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ммму tǊŜǎǘƻƴ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ /ƘŀǊƭƻǧŜǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ннфло ¢ŜƭΥ попΦнфоΦомрт 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǘǊƛƴŜǇŎƘϪƴǘŜƭƻǎΦƴŜǘ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǘǊƛƴƛǘȅŜǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭŎǾƛƭƭŜΦƻǊƎ 

¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ bƻǘŜǎ 
!  ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƻŦ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

!ƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǝƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

A message from the Pastor 
 

I have been asked to share my remarks at the 

MLK Community Celebration last weekend with 

the wider parish.  Here they are: 
 

For 33 years we have gathered at various 

places and times in this city to remember 

and honor the life, the words, the deeds 

and the ultimate sacrifice of The Rever-

end Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   

For 33 years our assemblage has remem-

bered not just Dr. King but those whose 

names are known and unknown.  Those 

who bore witness publicly and those who 

cleaned other peopleôs houses in obscuri-

ty, so their children could have a better 

life than their own. 

Year after year after year, we have gath-

ered to pay homage to the ñblood of the 

slaughteredò as the hymn says; to those 

whose lives and sacrifices make our lives 

possible. 
ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нύ 
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Make no mistake!  We are here 

not just to remember, not just to look 

to the past.  We are here to draw a line 

in the sand in the present. 

We are here today to say to the powers 

on high that ñthere are no shithole 

countries and no people that are outside 

the love of God or the hospitality of our 

land.ò 

We are here today to stand with our Jew-

ish sisters and brothers who faced threats 

and harassment this past summer and be-

yond and to all who continue to live under 

the shadow of violence, even the violence 

that rips apart families because of immi-

gration status. 

We are here today to draw a line in the 

sand and to let outside forces of hate and 

bigotry know that there is no place for 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ 

such a mindset in our midst.  Our presence here proclaims that those who seek to sow dis-

cord in our differences are not welcome because in those differences we celebrate the hand 

of God.  

And finally, our statement of purpose, the reason we are here is that we see a future.   

Though we see in a mirror dimply Martin Luther King Jr helped us to see a future that is 

just a little clearer.  He helped us to see a vison of a world where all of us are gathered 

around a common table hosted by God almighty. 

We see it now in those who have received the MLK award over the past three decades. 

Each in their own way have made that vision a little clearer, a little more real for us all.  

Those who knew Holly Edwards, last yearôs recipient, know I speak the truth. 

What is our statement of purpose?  Why have we gathered together?  Because the 

dream is alive, and its seed is planted in each one of us.  We have 

come together to nourish that seed and to support its growth. So 

that one day, one day that which is now a dream, seen ever so 

dimly, will one day be our reality.  Amen. 

 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Cass 
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